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Rao, T.S. (1893). Geometrical exercise in paper folding.
Olson, A.T. (1975). Mathematics through paper folding.
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A Workshop on paper folding

Tse Pui Fong Alison
Maryknoll Convent School (Primary Section)

| attended a workshop on paper folding on 19™ October; it was a success. During the workshop, it
provided an opportunity for me to think more about teaching mathematics by means of paper
folding.

Paper folding is such a broad area of mathematics and it can be related to a wide variety of learning
activities. Paper is a material commonly used in daily life. We can grab a piece of paper easily.
Paper can also be used in an entertaining and imaginative way to learn mathematics. Take fractions
or 2D shapes as examples. Teachers can demonstrate the ideas and concepts conveniently by paper
folding. At the same time, students can do some hands-on activities with a piece of paper.

The most impressive part of the workshop was the way of making different kinds of polygons using
a piece of A4-sized paper. | never thought of making all kinds of shapes with one single piece of
paper; it was amazing! Even if | have known all the basic properties of the different shapes, it is not
easy for me to fold all the shapes out. And it was fun as well as challenging when we tried the
tessellation with pentagons. It was so different from tessellating with quadrilaterals. The 3-hour
workshop was fun and enjoyable. Thank you for organizing such a great workshop.
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