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Special Seminar: GeoGebra Community and STEM Education

-The seminar, held at the Hong Kong Baptist University on 14 December, was co-organised by our =
:Assomatlon and the newly established GeoGebra Institute of Hong Kong (GIHK). The speaker Dr Zsolt:
ELavica is Director for Research and Community Development of GeoGebra, and now working at theE
University of Cambridge, UK. With his expertise in dynamic mathematics, GeoGebra in particular, Dr Zsolt
outlined the latest developments of the freeware GeoGebra, including its recent extension to STEM subjects
(i.e. subjects related to science, technology, engineering, and mathematics), and activities of the professional
:community — particularly the GeoGebra Institutes all over the world. With the Executive Committee:
- members of GIHK, there were 14 participants joining the event and sharing the versatile uses of GeoGebra =
: in mathematics classrooms.

= For Zsolt Lavicza’s biographical information, please visit: https://www.educ.cam.ac.uk/people/staff/lavicza/
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Feedback on Prof. M K Siu’s Talks

Wong Kar Wei Grace
Maryknoll Convent School (Primary Section)

Prof. M K Siu gave a series of talks on mathematics as a cultural heritage. At first, when I knew that the =
series of talks will be held in four consecutive Friday evenings, | did not feel like attending any of theE
sessions at all as | thought not many teachers would have that much energy to attend a 2.5-hour talk at the
end of a week. However, as | had come across with Prof. Siu’s publications and had attended other talks of =
his before, I still signed up for three sessions in the end.

To my surprise, | saw many teachers attending the series of talks and many of them did pay full attention to =
Prof. Siu’s sharing. Even though | am a primary mathematics teacher and have forgotten most of theE
mathematical knowledge which I learnt in my upper secondary years, | am pleased to find myself enjoying
most of Prof. Siu’s sharing in the three sessions which | have attended.

In each of the sessions, Prof. Siu mentioned various kinds of reading materials to us. From his sharing, | am =
really impressed with his mathematical knowledge and his interest in learning in many other areas. In a way,
Prof. Siu can relate many new issues which he comes across in his daily life with mathematics and that isE
something which amazes me very much indeed. To a certain extent, after attending Prof. Siu’s talks, | would =
no longer assume mathematicians as a bunch of boring academics.

* The card game which Prof. Siu played with us in the first session is something memorable to me. Interesting =
are also his views on Sudoku and his comments on a little graphic design included in a Chinese New Year
greeting he received from his friend. In the last two sessions, he shared many of his previous readings with
us and recommended many books to us. The part which Prof. Siu talked about how to createE
three-dimensional pictures and how to appreciate the mathematical content of the book *“Alice in
EWonderIand” impressed me a lot. Although | really did not understand all the sophisticated mathematicsE
mentioned by Prof. Siu in his series of talks, | did not feel bored at all. What I get out of his sharing is farE
beyond my expectation! Thank you for all your sharing with us, Prof. Siu.
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