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Some Questions Relating to
Basic Arithmetic Operations in

Primary Mathematics in Hong Kong
MOK Ah Chee Ida
Department of Curriculum Studies
The University of Hong Kong

1. In the CDC primary mathematics syllabus, it is stated that "The
number of operations in each sum should not exceed two" (primary 3,
3.14, p.36). What are the reasons underpinning the above quotation?

3]

I cannot find any sums containing more than two operations in a
complete set of primary textbooks (The series by Modem
Educational Research Society, Ltd., 1988 edition). Does the
quotation in (1) set an upper limit to the experience of our primary
students? Will they have any chance of doing sums containing more
than two operations, for example, in supplementary exercises?

3. Is it justifiable to assume that average secondary-one students can
perform 3 X4+3X2?

4, What is the answer for the sum in (3)? Here are some data from my
ongoing study: 80% of 40 Secondary 1 students and 10% of 39
Secondary 2 students from a school of average standard gave "8" for
the above sum. In addition, most of the other answers were "2".
Does this result suggest any problem?

5. A Secondary 1 student said that aXb+aXc=(aXb)+(aXc) was
correct because the sum could be done without the brackets and the
brackets could make the calculation faster. But she did not know
whether the answer would be changed because they were not
numbers and could not be calculated (see note below). Comparing
the student's response with the following note "Use of the distributive
property of multiplication to simplify computation in certain cases"
in the CDC syllabus (primary 5, 5.4, p.52), have our students
misinterpreted the message delivered in their course of learning?
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Note: The student's responses in Cantonese

Pty
==

LW

o

i

48
i [P

3/]

B

%‘)5_%‘—‘
BA
HE:
m/_-t:
HE:
B
SHE:
sk

HE:

24
SHE:

24

%—'MZIE Er = //\ﬂu" EJT\KIE "FD” EKRIE ! //\Er{/g“ BN
SEEDIE - EMRMEIRE a ' b Ei% b R a BREMBEIFOE
RE| -

KIEEY - RELR > FEINETNEENEINXNS
B EFEEN?

EPSORA

,Eaé a ¥ b ¥R a 3R ¢ FRINFEIL » VR DUEUR YR -

v
T

“m

ﬁﬂufzﬁfl(’rﬁﬁ DI sRE" -

EEEEYT Y

a b ZHRNERY a BREPN EESRE RRHA -
E .

MHELAO0MR a 76 b BEBREA a 3§ ¢ THISEOKEREF &Y -
THBERKEF 0890 7

Em.. % R ES

(EERGEGHE 7

0E . DEETF

R4 058 - THIR WELTG 138 o2 7 (RIBEAE(E E0E vk o
=7

T Er TJ% % abed STOEE] o205 -

@ °

1,2,3,4 BKEIRAREEF - sHESIKT HEZTRERA -

36



